Fractures through cystic lesions of the greater trochanter. A cause of late pain after cementless total hip arthroplasty.
Four patients who presented with sudden onset of hip pain 7 to 11 years after successful porous-coated cementless hip arthroplasty are described. These four patients were all diagnosed to have fractures through osteolytic cysts in the greater trochanter. One patient was seen initially with a displaced fracture of the greater trochanter. Two patients were treated operatively with curettage of the cystic area and with polyethylene exchange. One of these patients underwent revision of the femoral component in addition to the polyethylene exchange. Two patients were treated nonoperatively. The fractures treated nonoperatively have healed and the patients have resumed their normal activities. This report should stimulate an awareness of fractures through cystic lesions of the greater trochanter as a late cause of hip pain after porous-coated cementless hip arthroplasty.